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Runway extension faces hurdles
Thursday, June 2, 2005

2 lawmakers try to block funding for Phila. airport over safety issues

By WILFORD S. SHAMLIN 
Courier-Post Staff 

Two federal lawmakers have moved to block $27 million in federal funding from being used to
extend a runway at Philadelphia International Airport.

Sen. Jon Corzine, D-Hoboken, is urging the Senate Appropriations Committee to insert
language in a fiscal 2006 transportation appropriations bill stating that no federal money 
should be used to fund the extension of Runway 17-35.

U.S. Rep. Rob Andrews, D-Haddon Heights, is seeking similar language in the House version
of the bill.

The Federal Aviation Administration in April gave Philadelphia approval to lengthen the
runway in hopes that it would reduce flight delays.

The decision has outraged municipal officials in Gloucester County who oppose the project.

They say the extension will do little to reduce flight delays, increase the likelihood of a plane
colliding with a ship in the Delaware River, and increase air traffic and noise over portions of 
National Park, Paulsboro, West Deptford and Westville.

The FAA proposal calls for the runway to be extended from its current 5,460 feet to 6,500
feet. The federal government is expected to pay at least 75 percent of the estimated $40 
million cost.

"We are opposed to this expenditure since we believe that the alleged benefit of this project,
namely the decrease in flight delays, is likely to be significantly less effective than FAA 
projections," West Deptford Mayor Anna Docimo said in a May 4 letter to Corzine.

The airport averages about 1,200 arriving
and departing flights per day, making it the 
12th-busiest in the country, according to 
aviation industry statistics. The airport has 
the fifth-highest number of delays 
nationwide.

In Docimo's letter to Corzine, she wrote that
she and the governing body were not 
entirely opposed to some change.

"If there is to be a significant expenditure of
federal dollars, we request that these funds 
be utilized in a more safe and effective 
manner by developing a new runway that 
parallels the Delaware River," she wrote.

Westville Council President Michael
Galbraith sided with Docimo.

"It's definitely a quality-of-life issue, and I think they can find a better route," Galbraith said.
"They're going to be coming over (a Sunoco) oil refinery for God's sake."

National Park Mayor Patricia Koloski said she also supports the effort to remove federal funds
from the project, but she added she thinks the effort comes too late.

"It's not going to matter," she said. "They're going to get what they want anyhow."
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Reach Wilford S. Shamlin at (856) 251-3346 or wshamlin@courierpostonline.com

MORE INFORMATION

 For more information about the runway extension project, go to 
www.phlrunway17-35eis.com or call Susan McDonald, the Federal Aviation Administration's 
environmental protection specialist, at (717) 730-2833.
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